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That rabbit hole discussion…



WorldCat to supplement bibliographies



WorldCat to find bibliographies

List of LC subdivisions: https://www.loc.gov/aba/publications/FreeLCSH/SUBDIVISIONS.pdf

You can use the Library of Congress authorities site to find the proper heading: https://authorities.loc.gov/webvoy.htm 

Theodore Besterman’s World Bibliography of 
Bibliographies, 4th edition–and its lonely single entry 
for Terence…

To supplement, harness the power of subdivisions!

https://www.loc.gov/aba/publications/FreeLCSH/SUBDIVISIONS.pdf
https://authorities.loc.gov/webvoy.htm


Unleash the awesome power of subdivisions
You might find what you’re looking for without understanding LC 
subdivisions, but your success and efficiency will improve with 
some basic skills

LC subdivisions can help you…
● Find books on similar topics
● Place your book in a given topic’s chronology
● See what similar material exists at specific libraries

The fundamental trick is to map the descriptive subject words in 
your head to those in the LC Authority File: 
https://authorities.loc.gov

Browsing subdivisions may help: 
https://www.loc.gov/aba/publications/FreeLCSH/SUBDIVISIONS.
pdf

More resources still if you like this rabbit hole: 
https://www.loc.gov/aba/cataloging/subject/

https://authorities.loc.gov
https://www.loc.gov/aba/publications/FreeLCSH/SUBDIVISIONS.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/aba/publications/FreeLCSH/SUBDIVISIONS.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/aba/cataloging/subject/


Standard Citation Forms
https://rbms.info/scf/

Especially useful for:
● Quickly identifying standard bibliographies referred to 

by common short titles
● Browsing useful bibliographies–it’s like a convenient, 

peer-reviewed list of standard bibliographies
● Locating authorized subject headings you can use in 

WorldCat searches

Note the “Previous Citation Form” at bottom, which is 
searchable from the main page

https://rbms.info/scf/


Virtual International Authority File (VIAF)                           (viaf.org)

A massive database of national authority record databases
Its predictive search default can help identify individuals from incomplete names
And each record is a trove of useful information
● Business addresses–useful for differentiating printers with common names
● Full names–useful to fully identify those referred to simply as “widow of” in imprints
● Titles associated with the individual–useful for sorting out unclear authorship
● Further reference sources–because catalogers are typically required to cite their sources

An attendee asked about the CERL Thesaurus: https://data.cerl.org/thesaurus/
● For early book people, it’s definitely worth bookmarking, likewise CERL’s other resources
● It draws on many (but not all) of the same sources as VIAF and is limited to roughly pre-1850 subjects – 

so it won’t cover more recent owners and binders, for example
● But it has a cleaner interface and is certainly better for searching geographic place names

https://data.cerl.org/thesaurus/


Finding archives and manuscript material
Archive Grid is a huge database of 
archival collections–heavily US, but 
global in coverage

https://researchworks.oclc.org/archi
vegrid/

Explore other catalogs, which may 
have similar functionality

https://researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid/
https://researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid/


Biographical resources
Your local library may subscribe to a 
number of biographical databases, 
including the Biography & Genealogy 
Master Index.

They probably subscribe to all kinds of 
databases, so take a few minutes to 
explore their electronic resources. 

BGMI’s results for Manutius, Aldus



Latin place names
RBMS’s Latin Place Names 
directory is still my first stop for 
unfamiliar locations in imprints

It’s not overwhelming, contains the 
most common places, and provides 
links to additional sources if you 
need more

https://rbms.info/lpn/

https://rbms.info/lpn/


Paleography and language help
Roman numeral converter: http://www.novaroma.org/via_romana/numbers.html

Fraktur table: https://web.library.yale.edu/cataloging/music/fraktur

LC romanization tables: https://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/roman.html

Secretary hand: 
https://folgerpedia.folger.edu/mediawiki/media/images_pedia_folgerpedia_mw/2/21/Alp
habet_Abbreviations.pdf

http://www.novaroma.org/via_romana/numbers.html
https://web.library.yale.edu/cataloging/music/fraktur
https://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/roman.html
https://folgerpedia.folger.edu/mediawiki/media/images_pedia_folgerpedia_mw/2/21/Alphabet_Abbreviations.pdf
https://folgerpedia.folger.edu/mediawiki/media/images_pedia_folgerpedia_mw/2/21/Alphabet_Abbreviations.pdf


Some major European library catalogs
● Karlsruher Virtueller Katalog – pan-European search, with the US and Canada; I 

also use this to search German, Swiss, and Austrian libraries
● Library Hub – UK libraries, heavily academic, but does include the British Library
● Catalogue collectif de France – for French libraries
● OPAC SBN – for Italian libraries
● Catálogo colectivo del patrimonio bibliográfico español – for Spanish libraries
● Nederlandse Centrale Catalogus – for Dutch libraries
● UniCat – for Belgian libraries
● Porbase – for Portuguese libraries
● More may be found among ACRL’s Libguides: https://acrl.libguides.com/ess

https://kvk.bibliothek.kit.edu/index.html?kataloge=K10PLUS&kataloge=BVB&kataloge=NRW&kataloge=HEBIS&kataloge=HEBIS_RETRO&kataloge=KOBV_SOLR&kataloge=DDB&kataloge=STABI_BERLIN&kataloge=TIB&kataloge=OEVK_GBV&kataloge=VD16&kataloge=VD17&kataloge=VD18&kataloge=VOE&kataloge=ZDB&kataloge=BIBOPAC&kataloge=LBOE&kataloge=OENB&kataloge=STEIERMARK&kataloge=SWISSCOVERY&kataloge=HELVETICAT&kataloge=GRAUBUENDEN&kataloge=CHZK_VAUD&kataloge=CHZK_SBT&kataloge=RERO&kataloge=NLAU&kataloge=VERBUND_BELGIEN&kataloge=COPAC&kataloge=BL&kataloge=ESTER&kataloge=NB_FINNLAND&kataloge=FINNLAND_VERBUND&kataloge=BNF_PARIS&kataloge=ABES&kataloge=NB_ISRAEL&kataloge=VERBUND_ISRAEL&kataloge=EDIT16&kataloge=ITALIEN_VERBUND&kataloge=ITALIEN_SERIALS&kataloge=VOILA_WORLDCAT&kataloge=LETTLAND_VERBUND&kataloge=LUXEMBURG&kataloge=NB_NIEDERLANDE&kataloge=BIBSYS_NORWAY&kataloge=NORWAY_BOOKSEARCH&kataloge=NB_POLEN&kataloge=VERBUND_POLEN&kataloge=PORTUGAL&kataloge=STAATSBIB_RUSSLAND&kataloge=VERBUND_SCHWEDEN&kataloge=BNE&kataloge=REBIUN&kataloge=NB_TSCHECHIEN&kataloge=VERBUND_TSCHECHIEN&kataloge=NB_UNGARN&kataloge=NLM&kataloge=WORLDCAT&lang=en&digitalOnly=0&embedFulltitle=0&newTab=0
https://discover.libraryhub.jisc.ac.uk/
https://ccfr.bnf.fr/portailccfr/jsp/public/index.jsp
https://opac.sbn.it/web/opacsbn
http://catalogos.mecd.es/CCPB/cgi-ccpb/abnetopac/O12228/ID82262bfc/NT1?ACC=101
https://picarta.on.worldcat.org/discovery
https://www.unicat.be/uniCat?uiLanguage=en
https://porbase.bnportugal.gov.pt/ipac20/ipac.jsp?profile=
https://acrl.libguides.com/ess


What I have access to and use
Library access:

● See what your library offers – I have JSTOR access through Boston Public Library, for example
● Those with limited access may consider a New York Society Library e-membership ($100/year) 

for access to JSTOR, ProjectMUSE, Oxford Reference Online, ProQuest Historical Newspapers, 
Books in Print, Oxford DNB, the Loeb Classical Library, and more

Individual subscriptions:

● The Book Collector – starting at $74.99/year for digital only
● Gutenberg-Jahrbuch – comes with membership in the Gutenberg-Gesellschaft (€72/year)
● Papers of the Bibliographical Society of America –  comes with BSA membership, a bargain at 

$80/year! (also in JSTOR)
● The Library – comes with membership in the The Bibliographical Society, UK ($65/year)

And don’t forget about interlibrary loan!

https://www.nysoclib.org/
https://www.thebookcollector.co.uk/
https://www.gutenberg-gesellschaft.de/publikationen/gutenberg-jahrbuch/
https://bibsocamer.org/
https://bibsoc.org.uk/


Questions?
patrick@olsonrarebooks.com


